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REPORTS 


SELECTMEN  AND  TREASURER. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

The  Selectmen  and   Treasurer   charge  themselves   with  cash  in 
the  hands  of — 

N.  G.  Plmner,  Collector,  1869 $3  09 

C.  F.  Edgerly,  Collector,  1870 705  39 

A  list  of  taxes  assessed  and  committed  to  Joseph  Gar 

land  for  collection     . 
State  railroad  money    . 


Savings  bank 

Literary  fund 

Hired  of  sundiy  persons 

Received  from  county  for  support  of  paupers 

Received  of  B.  W.  Hoyt  and  Mrs.  H.  W.  Smith 


9,920  54 

605  66 

221  48 

67  20 

26,041  79 

276  84 

3  50 


,845  49 


They  credit  themselves  with — 
Paid  State  Treasurer  State  tax     . 
County  Treasm-er  county  tax 
Notes  and  interest  to  sundiy  persons 
Non-resident  tax 


.  S2,286 

00 

.   1,845 

86 

.  27,142 

36 

30 

14 

$31,304  36 

4 

PAID  FOR  SCHOOLS. 

District  No.   1 $236  01 

"         "2 117  04 

'«         "    '3.     .         .         .         .         -         .         .         .  97  88 

«         "4 137  85 

"         «     5 193  34 

"         "6 .         .  153  82 

^'         "     7 *.         .         .         .  188  SO 

"8 .         .         .  274  00 

H.  M.  Glidden,  Lee,  John  A.  Wiggins'  school  tax       .  5  07 

$1,403  81 


SELECTMEN'S  SERVICES  LAST  YEAR. 

John  L.  Folsom  ........  $8  00 

Wm.  R.  Bunker .         .         .         .         •         .         •         •  8  00 

N.  G.  Plumer 8  00 


$24  00 


John  L.  Folsom,  services  as  Selectman,  in  and  out  of  Town : 
1871.     ■ 

Mai-ch  18,  ^  day  in  session  .         .         .         .         .         .  $1  00 

30,    "  *'  -        1  00 

ApvH      1  and  3,  2  days,  self  and  horse,  taking  inventory  6  00 

8,  f  day,  and  attending  jury  meeting       .         .  1  75 

10  and  12,  2  days  in  session      ....  3  50 

17,  ^  day  in  session 1  00 

22,  self  and  horse,  at  D.  E.  Cilley's,  about  divis- 
ion of  school  district  No.  5       .         .         .  2  00 
24  and  25,  self  and  horse,  2  journeys  to  Exeter 

on  pauper  business   ...         .         .  4  00 

May         1,  Journey  to  Raymond  on  pauper  business     .  1  00 

5,  1  day  filling   out  highway  surveyors'  war- 

rants           1  75 

6,  ^  day  on  town  business       ....  1  00 
8,  distributing  surveyors'  warrants           .         .  75 

16,  journey  to  Exeter  and  to  George  A.  Goth- 

suh'b,  on  pauper  business  ....  2  00 


5 


June 
Aug. 
Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 
Dec. 


1872. 
Jan. 


Feb. 


3  days  copying  invoice 
16,  1  day  examining  volunteers'  records  . 
14,  self  and  horse  perambulating  New  Market 

and  South  New  Market  town  lines    . 
16,  ^  day  in  session  .         .         .     ■    . 

30,  1  day,  self  and  horse,  perambulating  Lee 
line  . 
2,  journey  to  Plumer's  to  get  affidavits  relating 

to  soldiers'  claims      .         .         . 
7,  self    and   horse,   perambulating   Raymond 

and  Fremont  town  lines   . 
9,  self  and  horse,  perambulating  Lee  line  and 

setting  bounds  .... 

12  and  13,  2  days  at  Concord  with  Reimburse 

ment  Committee       .... 
12  and  13,  car  fare  and  expenses 

23,  jom-ney  to  Bunker's   to  make  out  pauj)er 

account    .         ,  ... 

24,  journey  to  Portsmouth  to  get  pauper  claim 

allowed    ...... 

24,  car  fare  and  expenses 

18,  |-  day  at  town  house  .         ... 

9,     "  "... 

21,  journey  to  Concord  Avith  committee    . 
21,  car  fare  and  expenses 
30,  |-  day  in  session  .... 

« 

13,  ^  day  in  session  ..... 

20,  self  and  horse  to  Levi  Towles'    . 

23,  self  and  horse  to  Exeter  on  town  business 


10,1 

21,1 

a 

a 

24,  1 

ii, 

a 

27,1 

a 

a 

$5  25 

1 

75 

3 

00 

1 

00 

3 

00 

75 

2 

50 

3 

00 

3 

00 

4 

40 

50 


50 

50 

00 

00 

50 

80 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

75 

75 

75 

$76  45 
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Nathaniel  G.  Plumer,  services  as  selectman,  in  and  out 

1871. 

March  18,  |-  day  in  session  ...... 

30,  i  " 

April      1,  3,  4  and  5,  3   days,   self  and  horse,  taking 

inventory 
8,  I"  day  in  session  .  *      . 
10  and  12,  2  days  in  session 
17,  |-  day  in  session  .         .         . 
20,  i  "  .         .•        . 

22,  ^  day  at   D.  E.  Cilley's,    about  division   of 

School  District  No.  5       .         .         .         . 
24  and  25,  2  journeys  to  Exeter  on  town  busi- 
ness .         .         .         . 
26,  27  and  28,  3  days  making  taxes .         .         . 
May        1,  3  and  4,  3  days  making  highway  taxes  and 
filling  collector's  book       .... 
5  and  Q,  1^  <iays  in  session      .... 

8,  self  and  horse  distributing  highway  surveyor 

Avarrants  .         . 

9,  ^  day  on  tovvn  business        .... 

17,  journey  to  S.  Rollins'  and  taking  Mrs.  Cass 

to  County  farm         ..... 

18,  journey  to   examine    Watchick  and  Canal 

bridges     .         .         ...         .         , 

July        1,  ^  day  on  town  business       .         .         .         . 

Aug.      11  and  16,  2  days  examining  records  of  volun- 
teers .         .         .         .         ... 

28,  29  and  30,  2^  days  making  and  apportion- 
ing school  taxes        .         ... 

31,  journey  to  West  Epping,  and  making   and 

posting  warrant  for  town  meeting  . . 
Sept.       1,  sending  pauper  to  County  farm  .    *     . 

19,  journey  to  West  Epping     .         .         . 

23,  journey  to  Court  at  Dover,  and  expenses    . 
26,  27  and  28,  2-^  days  examining  records,  mak- 
ing out  and  revising  lists  of  bounties 

30,  Oct.  9  and  14,  2^  days   perambulating  Lee 
line  and  setting  bounds    . 


of  town: 

$1  00 
1  00 

7  50 
1  00 
3  50 
1  00 
1  00 

1  00 


3 

00 

5 

25 

5 

25 

2 

75 

2 

50 

1 

00 

1  2o 


50 

1 

00 

3 

50 

4 

50 

1 

50 

50 

1 

00 

2 

95 

4 

50 

5 

00 

Oct.      17,  self  and  horse,  pei-ambulating  ISTottinghan 
line  ....... 

17,  paid  D.  E.  Cilley,  for  hauling  stone     . 

21,  journey  to  WestEpping  and  to  Mrs.Tilton's 
23,  making  out  j^aujDer  accounts 
31,  perambulating  Brentwood  line 

18,  |-  day  in  session  . 
9,  i  '^  ... 

30,1  ^.  ... 

1872, 
Jan.        5,  journey  to  West  EjDping  and  to  Mrs.Tilton's 

27,  ^  day  in  session  .         .         .  - 

Feb.      24,  1  "  making   check   lists   and 


Dec. 


$3  00 

25 

1  50 

75 

00 

oa 

00 
00 


warrant  for  town  meeting 


Caleb  F,  Edgerly,  services  as  Selectman  in  and  out  of 
and  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 
1871 
Marcli  18,  ^  day  in  session 

30,  i  "       "    .     .■    .     . 

April       1,  3,  and  5,  2^  days,  self  and  horse  taking  inven 
tory     .... 

8,  ^  day  in  session  ... 

10  and  12,  2  days  in  session 
14,  journey  to  Concord  on  toAvn  business, 

car  fare  and  expenses 
17  and  20,  2  half  days  in  session 
22,  ^  day  at  D.  E.  Cilley 's  in  relation  to  dividing 
school  district  No.  5  . 
May       5  and  6,  1^   day    making    highway    surveyor 
warrants     .         .         .   ^      . 
8,  self  and  hor^e  distributing  surveyors'  books 
13  and  15,  2  journeys  self  and  horse  to  Notting- 
ham  .         .         .         .         .         .         . 

18,  journey  to  Canal  and  Watchick  bridge^ 
Aug.     16,  1  day  examining  volunteers'  records     . 

18,  journey  to  J.  L.  Folsom's    .... 

26,  journey  self  and  horse  to  New   Market   and 
So.  New  Market  to  procure  affidavits  from 
soldiers      ....... 

paid  for  administering  oaths,  and  postage 


1   50 
1   00 

1  75 

$77  70 
town. 


$1 
1 

7 
1 
3 
1 

2 


00 

00 

50 
00 
50 
75 
50 
00 


1  OD 


2 

75 

2 

50 

1 

50 

1 

25 

1 

75 

1 

00 

3  00 


ta 


8 


Sept.    10,  joiuney  to  D.  S.  Neal's,  and  other  town  busi- 
ness .         .         .         .         .         .         .         . 

14,  self  and  horse  1  day  perambulating  town  line 

30,  1  day  a    '     •  u       u 
Oct.       9  and  14,  1^  do.                    "                     "       " 

17,  1  day  "  "       " 

31,  self  and  horse  1  day        "  "       '' 
No-N'.     18,   ^  day  in  session          .... 
Deo.     9,  ^  day  in  session     .         .         . 

20,  revising  jury  box  .         ... 

30,  ^  day  in  session  ..... 
1872 

Jan,     13  and  27,  2  half  days  in  session 
Feb.      2„joun:ey  to  Haverhill  on  town  busine&s 
car  fare  and  expenses   . 

10,  ^  day  in  session  ..... 

12,  journey  to  J.  B.  Chase's  to  tender  him  money 

24,  1  day  in  session  .         .         .         . 
attending  2  jury  meetings    . 

27,  1  day  in  session  ..... 


$1  50 
3  00 

2  00 

3  00 

2  00 

3  00 
1  00 
1  00 

50 

1  00 

2  00 

1  75 

2  15 
1  00 

50 
1  75 
1  00 
1  75 

)65  65 


H.  B.  Burnham,  services  as  Superintending  School  Committee. 

1871 

April  19  to  Nov.  20,  To  examination  of  12  teachers  at 

sundry  times         ......  $3  00 

April  2'2,  ^  day  at  hearing  of  petitions  for  a  division  of 

school  district  No.  5 1  00 

April  25  to  30,  visits  examining  scliools  in  town  at  dif- 
ferent times  .         .         .         .         .         .  30  00 

1872 

Feb.    24,  making  report  to  town          .         .'        ...  1  00 

"           "    to  State  Supt.  of  Instruction  at 
Concord .  5  00 


$40  03 


ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 


George  S.  Rundlett,  lumber         .... 
George  H.  Gothara,  labor  on  highway,  district  No.  13 
G.  D.  Durgin,  use  of  scraper,  1869 
J.  S.  Well,  stone  and  timber  for  Mill  Bridge 

D.  D.  Cook,  labor  on  highway,  stone,  timber,  &c.,  1870 

F.  E.  Bean,   labor  on   Mill,  Boston,  and  West  Epping 
Bridges    ..... 

E.  C.  Brown,  gravel     . 

G.  Ramsbottom,  plank 
S.  A.  Bean,  breaking  roads,  1870 
S.  A.  Bean,  railing  for  Mill  Bridge 
Ezra  F.  Barber,  gravel 
W  ni.  Durant,  labor  on  road 
E.  C.  Brown,  do. ' 
Walter  Durgin         " 
Nathan  Smith  " 
E.  C.  Brown 
Thomas  Lalley         " 
Charles  Wood          " 
J.  H.  I'ike,  bridge  })lank 
Francis  Harvey  (heirs) 

James  Robinson,  labor  on  Watchick  Bridge 
G.  W.  Ordway,  labor,  paint,  oil,  &c.,  on  bridges 
Wier   Davis,    labor   on   highway 
J.  O.  Edgerly  do. 

H.  G.  Sanborn  '• 

A.  Plumer  " 
J.  Edgerly,  timber  and  " 
H.  S.  Leach                     " 

B.  F.  Hill 
True  W.  Davis 
Samuel  Plumer,  jr.         " 

C.  F.  Edgerly 
S.  B.  Rollins 
John  H.  Boody  " 
H.  G.  Sanborn,  for  gravel 
Thomas   Johnson,    labor  on  highway 
Nathaniel  Bennett,      "  " 
Thos.  Hopkinson,         "               " 


$9  02 

2 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

12 

00 

21 

50 

2 

97 

7 

00 

4 

29 

3 

00 

1 

19 

4 

00 

4 

00 

18 

28 

4 

00 

6 

75 

10 

00 

11 

00 

35 

84 

11 

00 

4 

00 

25 

66 

2 

80 

10 

00 

18 

00 

13 

00 

33 

00 

6 

00 

7 

20 

3 

00 

13 

75 

19 

50 

8 

00 

9 

00 

3 

62 

10 

00 

6 

00 

12 

75   t 
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Hackett  and  Durgiii,  iron  work  for  bridge 

J.  L.  Rundlett,  labor  on  highway 

Daniel  Pinkham,  *  "  " 

•Joseph  Clough,  ^"  " 

'Thoraas  Caswell,  '^  " 

Henry  Leach,  ,"  " 

John  P.  Chase,  "  " 

JosejA  C.  Burley,  "  " 

Wm.  H.  Tilton,  "  "  ■ 

]^enoni  Bartlett,  "  " 

Daniel  B.  Ladd,  "  " 

D.  L.  Harvey,  damage  done  plow  oh  highway 

Jacob    Tilton,    labor  on  highway,  and  stone 

John  S.  Blaisdell,  labor  on  highway 

Edgerly  &  Blaisdell,  bridge  plank 

J.  P.  Sanborn,  gravel  and  drawing  the  same 

G.  W.  Lawrence  for  gravel 

J.  H.  Bly  for  gravel     .         .         .       '' . 

S.  P.  Dow,  labor  on  highway 

J.  M.  Godfrey,  labor  on  bridges    . 

J.  Stokes,  labor  on  highway  .         . 

R.  Thompson  for  timber       .... 

D.  F.  Bartlett,         labor  on  highway  . 

D.  C.  Edgerly, 

A.  T  Rundlett,  "  "  .         . 

Levi  Towle,  stringers  tor  bridge 
Geo.    B.    Brown,  labor  on  highway     . 
Robert  Beals,  "  "  .         . 

Wm.  Durant,  "       *         "  .         . 

Daniel  True,  ' 

J.  S.  Rollins, 

E.  K.  Jenness,  ' 
Alfred  Mills, 

Levi  Thompson,  repairing    . 
Joseph  Eaton,  timber  for  bri-dge  . 
G.  S.  Rundlett,  timber  and  labor  on  Watchick  bridge 
G-.  "W.  Lawrence,  gravel        .... 
G.  P.  Blake,  timber  for  bridge     . 
W.  R.  Bunker  spikes  and  nails  for  bridges  . 


West  Epping  bridge 
highway 

bridsres* 


$29  65 
10  20 

4  00 

1  87 

5  20 
'  3  75 

4  80 
38  00 
10  75 

2  00 

6  25 
1  00 

12  00 

6  25 
57  20 

5  82 

13  50 
5  12 

7  20 
18  92 

3  00 

5  00 
15  00 

4  00 
1  75 

15  00 

8  00 
8  80 
4  00 

12  50 
1  50 
3  00 

6  00 
30 
50 

24  00 
1  60 

30  40 
8  07 
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J.  L.  Folsom,  timber  for  bridges 

"  labor  on      " 

Robert  Pike,  gi-avel     , 


SUPPLIES  AND  SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

S.  B.  Rollins  for  support  of  Mrs.  Phillip  Cass 
George  H.  Gotham  for  support  of  Susan  B.  Jones. 
George  H.  Gotham,  keeping  transient  jjaupers 
John  L.  Folsom,  keeping  and   carrying  Asa  Towle  to 

County  Farm    .         .         .      '  .         .         . 
Susan  B.  Jones,  aid      ....... 

Wm.  R.  Bunker,  supplies  furnished  Mrs.  Sarah   Tilton 
Wm.  R.  Bunker,  supplies     .         .         .         .  "       . 

Nathaniel  Goldsmith,  per  cost  on   suit  to  recover  rent 

on  Sarah  Tilton's  place     .      ■   , 
J.  H.  Pike  &  Co.,  for  goods  furnished  S.  Spencer  and 

Mrs.  Tilton 

H.  B.  Bvirnhani  for  medical  services     .... 
Sarah  Dearborn  for  nursing  Mrs.  Tilton 
Sarah  Dearborn  for  washing  clothes  for  Mrs.  Tilton     . 
Town  of  New  Market  for  coffin,  shroud  and  burying 

Mrs.  Geo.  Kenniston         ...... 

Wm.  N.  Dow  &  Co.,  supplies  furnished  Seth  Emerson 
John  L.  Folsom,  keeping  transient  paupers  . 
Levi  Towle,  board  for  Lawrence  Brown 
B.  F.  Hill,  supplies  furnished  Sarah  Tilton  . 


$203  15 
12  03 

2  oa 

1990  17 


$137 

00 

73 

50 

1 

26 

2 

00 

21 

75 

39 

75 

19 

50 

18  00 


55 

57 

9 

00 

15 

00 

1 

25 

17 

10 

104 

00 

2 

25 

21 

00 

3 

35 

$541  28 


MISCELLANEOUS  BILLS. 

Campbell  &  Hanscom,  printing  town  reports  1871 

Levi  Towle,  damage  to  sheep  by  dogs,  1870 

Stephen  Holt       "  "  "  " 

Daniel  E.  Smith ' ''  "  "  " 

E.  C.  Brown         "  " 

H.  B.  Bm-nham,  services  as  auditor 

T.  C.  Folsom  ''  "  .         . 


^32  00 
11  34 
36  85 

5  67 

6  37 
4  00 
4  00 
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Invoice  and  record  books,  town  officer,  stationery  and 
stamps      .         .         .         ... 

Rev.  J.  H.  Stearns,  Fogg  donation 

Geo.  W.  Shepherd,  perambulating  town  lines 

Daniel  Little  "  " 

Parley  Robinson  "  " 

Enoch   Pearson,  use  of  pump 

Joshua  B.  Wiggin    "  "         .         . 

Geo.  K.  Perkins       "  "         .         . 

Eben  K.  Jenness      "  "         .         . 

Daniel  B.  Dame,  repairs  on  town  house 

Geo,  W.  Hopkinson,  repairing  pound  . 

James  M.  Godfrey,  measuring  lumber  and  taking  affi- 
davits      ...... 

Robert  Beals,  taking  care  of  Town  House 

J.  N.  B.  Green  for  damage  to  horse  and  carriage  by 
breaking  through  bridge  . 

A.  W.  Davis,  damage  butcher's  cait  and  harness  on 
Diamond  Hill  Road 

C.  P.  Blake,  damage  to  sleigh 
Joseph  Garland,  services  as  Collector  . 
Joseph  Garland,  services  as  Constable 
John  S.  Bunker, 

John  Leddy,  services  as  Town  Clerk   . 
H.  B.  Burnham,  medical  attendance  to  Mrs.  Tilton 
John  L.  Folsom,  services  as  Treasurer 
John  L.  Folsom,  journey  and  expenses   to  Manchester 

to  get  town  report  printed 
Levi  Towle,  wood  for  town  house 
Wm.  R.  Bunker,  Selectmen's  expenses 

D.  L.  Ramsbottom,  damage  on  highway 


$29  04 
6  OO 


00 

5a 

50 

oa 

00 
00 
00 
9  50 
4  00 


2  00 
10  00 

45  00 

15  00 

7  00 

99  20 

3  00 
3  00 

35  00 

7  00 

30  00 

3  45 
6  50 

12  00 

4  00 


$450  92 


Sundry  abatements  for  the  year  1869  . 
"  '•  "      1870  . 

"  "  "      1871  . 


$2  55 
78  45 
41  93 


$122  93 
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Cash  in  hands  of  Joseph  Garland          ....        502  90 
Cash  in  hands  of  John  L.  Folsom,  Treasurer       .         .       2,245  32 


r,845  49 

Epping,  K  H.,  March  1,  1872. 

JOHN  L.  FOLSOM, 
NATHANIEL  G.  PLUMER, 
CALEB  F.  EDGERLY, 

Selectmen  of  Epping. 


AUDITORS'  REPORT. 

We,  the  undersigned  have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of 
the  Selectmen  and  find  them  correctly  cast  with  proper  vouchers. 
From  a  memorandum  of  notes  kept  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  town, 
we  find  the  town  indebtedness,  as  follows  : 

Notes  held  by  sundry  persons     .         .^      .         .         .  $36,644  72 
Estimated  interest 2,375  90 


Amount  of  notes  and  estimated  interest     ,         .         .    $39,020  62 

There  is  due  from  J.  Garland,  Collector    .        $502  90 
"  «         "     County         .         .         .  12  00 

"  "         "  J.  L.  Folsom,  town  treas.     2,244  32 

|2,760  22 

Total  indebtedness     . $36,260  40 

Amount  of  bonds  due  from  the  State  for 

municipal  war  expenditures     .         .         $11,200  00 
Interest  on  the  same  from  Jan.  1,         .  112  00 

■ $11,312  00 

H.  B.  BURNHAM, 
T.  C.  FOLSOM, 

Axiditors. 
Epping,  March  1,  1872, 


R  E  P  0  E  T 


OF    THE 


SCHOOL    COMMITTEE. 


One  of  the  duties  which  has  been  presciibed  for  the  Superin- 
tendent of  common  schools,  is  to  present  annually  a  detailed  report 
of  the  condition  of  the  schools  under  his  care,  and  of  his  labors 
for  the  year,  accompanied  by  certain  statistical  tables,  sho-vring  the 
"number  of  weeks  which  the  public  schools  have  been  kept  in 
each  district  in  summer  and  in  winter,  and  what  portion  thereof 
has  keen  kept  by  male  and  what  portion  by  female  teachers  ;  the 
whole  number  of  scholars  that  have  attended  each  school ;  the 
progress  made  in  each  school  in  the  vaiioiLS  branches  of  learning  ; 
the  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  four  and  fomteen 
years,  in  each  district,  that  have  not  attended  school  therein  ;  and 
the  number  of  persons  in  each  district  between  the  ages  of  four- 
teen and  twenty  one  years,  who  cannot  read  and  write,  with  such 
suggestions  as  may  be  useful  upon  the  management  of  schools  and 
the  subject  of  education." 

Prudential  committees,  during  the  past  year,  have  been  gener- 
ally successful  in  securing  the  services  of  experienced  and  compe- 
tent teachers  ;  not  a  teacher  has  been  employed  who  had  not  some 
experience  in  teaching,  and  a  few  had  pre^aously  acquired  a  good 
reputation  for  their  conscientious  discharge  of  duty.  All  whose 
qualifications  were  not  well  known  to  me,  were  subject  to  a  rigid 
examination,  and  there  was  no  hesitation  in  rejecting  those  who- 
were  found  incompetent,  or  who  could  not  or  did  not  pass  the 
requisite  examination  in  a  creditable  manner. 

A  very  considerable  portion  of  time  has  been  spent  in  visiting 
the  schools,  for  this  was  considered  one  of  the  most  important  of 
a  committee's  duties.     Foity-seven  such  "visits  were  made.     They 
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were  made  for  obvious  reasons  at  iiTegular  peiiods  of  time,  unan- 
ticipated by  both  teacher  and  scholars,  and  were  attended  with 
very  perceptible  and  favorable  influences  upon  them.  During  a 
few  of  these  visits,  your  committee  was  merely  a  listener,  at  some 
Others,  only  asking  a  few  questions  or  making  such  suggestions 
upon  the  lesson  or  method  of  teaching,  as  appeared  appropriate  ; 
but  at  other  times,  conducting  the  recitation  and  making  it  an  ex- 
amination of  what  the  class  had  previously  gone  over.  It  Avas  my 
purpose  to  learn  the  real  condition  of  each  school  as  regards  the 
instruction  given,  the  manner  of  imparting  it,  and  the  progress 
made  in  the  several  branches  taught.  The  discipline  of  the  schools, 
the  character  of  the  teacher  as  exhibited  before  his  or  her  pupils, 
the  mode  of  teaching,  governing  and  the  formation  of  correct  hab- 
its of  study  and  thought ;  the  general  habits  of  the  scholars  in 
going  and  coming  from  school  as  well  as  in  the  school-room  ;  the 
condition  of  the  room,  its  temperature  and  ventilation,  the  cleanli- 
ness of  the  floor  and  desks,  and  veiy  many  other  things,  which  a 
teacher  would  or  ought  to  observe,  were  not  unnoticed  by  me  ; 
neither  did  I  fail  to  make  such  criticisms  and  suggestions  as  the 
circumstances  seemed  to  require. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  several  schools,  an  effort  was  made 
to  secure  the  constant  and  regular  attendance  of  all  the  scholars. 
Teachers  were  requested  to  use  their  influence  and  make  every 
exertion  to  have  their  pupils  attend  regularly ;  the  necessity  of 
such  regular  attendance  was  constantly  urged  upon  the  scholars, 
and  whenever  an  opportunity  offered  the  attention  of  the  parents 
was  particularly  called  to  this  point.  There  has  been  some  im- 
provement which  can  readily  be  seen  by  a  careful  examination  of 
the  statistical  tables,  and  a  comparison  with  those  of  former  years  ; 
still  irregular  attendance  is  the  great  impediment  to  the  success  of 
our  schools,  and  will  probably  continue  to  be  until  parents  mani- 
fest more  interest  in  the  education  of  their  children.  They  are  at 
present  sent  to  school,  not  to  learn  the  proper  duties  of  life,  not  to 
become  men  and  women,  but  merely  to  acquire  a  little  knowledge, 
which  will  enable  them  to  pass  more  smoothly  through  the  world. 
The  State,  heretofore  providing  for  the  imprisonment  of  some  in 
penitentiaries,  the  support  of  others  at  town  or  county  alms-houses, 
lias  at  last  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  is  better  to  stop  rear- 
ing rascals  and  fools,  and  has  wisely  enacted  a  law  compelling 
parents  and  guardians  to  send  their  cliildi-ca  and  wards  to  school. , 


■  A  copy  of  this  law  has  been  posted  in  every  school  district,  arid 
the  school  registers  will  be  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk,  so  my  suc- 
cessor will  be  able  to  learn  whether  or  not  there  has  been  any  vio- 
lation of  its  provisions.  Public  opinion  should  sustain  this  law, 
and  it  should  be  rigidly  enforced.  If  the  purpetuity  of  a  republican 
form  of  government  depends  upon  the  intelligence  of  its  citizens, 
and  consequently  all  must  aid  in  the  support  of  a  system  of  com- 
mon schools,  why  should  a  part  of  its  future  citizens  be  permitted 
to  gi'ow  up  in  ignorance "? 

That  there  has  been  more  interest  in  our  schools  during  the  past 
year  is  evident  from  the  number  of  visits  made  to  them,  and  while 
it  is  extremely  gratifying  to  note  this  unusual  attention  on  the  part 
of  pai'ents  and  others,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  still  in- 
creasing the  number  of  these  visits,  and  at  other  times  than  at 
the  close  of  the  term. 

Upon  the  school  registers  furnished  our  teachers,  was  printed  the 
following  note  :  "Eveiy  teacher  at  the  close  of  his  school,  and  at 
the  end  of  each  terra  thereof,  shall  make  a  return  of  such  register 
or  record  to  the  school  committee  of  the  town,  who  shall  give  to 
him  a  certificate  thereof;  and  no  teacher  shall  receive  payment  for 
his  ser^•ices  until  such  certificate  is  produced  and  delivered  to  tjie 
prudential  committee."  Chap.  5,  sec.  18  Digest  of  School  Laws. 
Notwithstanding  the  attention  of  our  teachers  was  particularly 
called  to  this  note,  the  return  of  some  of  the  registers  was  delayed, 
and  when  returned  they  Avere  found  to  be  incorrectly  kept  and  im 
perfectly  filled  out,  thus  annoying  and  putting  the  S.  S.  Committee 
to  considerable  inconvenience,  since  the  information  contained  in 
those  resisters  has  to  be  arranged  and  compiled  for  the  State  Supt. 
of  Instruction,  and  forwarded  to  his  office,  or  the  town  will  forfeit 
their  i^roportion  of  the  literary  fund.  The  registers  in  districts 
Xos.  2,  4,  and  8  were  correctly  kej^t,  made  out,  and  returned ;  all 
others  were  more  or  less  imperfect.  I  would  suggest  to  prudential 
committees  that  hereafter  they  should  be  governed  by  the  letter  of 
the  law,  and  pay  no  teacher  his  or  her  wages  until  a  certificate  was 
produced  from  the  Supt.  Committee  that  his  or  her  duty  as  teacher 
was  pro]ierly  discharged. 


DiSTKICT   No.     1. 


William  L.  Plumer,  P.  Committee.    Amount  of  money  $236.0'1 
The  first  term  was  taught  bv  Miss  L.  F.  Nutter,  a  member  of 
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the  senior  class  of  Mount  Holyoke  Seminary,  a  young  lady  of  line 
culture  and  superior  attainments.  She  possessed  an  aptitude  for 
teaching  rarely  excelled,  and  having  Avon  the  respect  and  good 
will  of  her  scholars,  her  school  was  easily  governed.  They  all  be- 
came interested  in  their  studies  and  this  interest  was  kept  up  until 
the  close  of  the  term.  The  proficiency  made  during  this  term  w^as 
satisfactory. 

The  second  or  Winter  term  was  beg.in  by  Mr.  Enos  George,  of 
Barnstead,  a  good  scholar.  After  teaching  a  few  days  his  health 
failed",  and  he  was  obliged  to  retire.  The  services  of  Mr.  R,  W. 
Welch,  a  member  of  the  senior  class  of  D^'t.  College  were  fortu- 
nately obtained.  Mr.  W.  brought  to  his  task  not  only  a  clear  per- 
ception of  what  he  was  required  to  teach,  but  a  knowledge  of  how 
to  teach  or  instruct  others.  It  is  too  often  the  case,  that  the  young 
are  taught  only  to  solve  simple  problems  so  as  to  reach  the  result 
indicated  in  the  answer  of  their  books,  but  imperfectly  if  at  all 
understanding  or  comprehending  the  principles  which  underlie  the 
solution ;  they  learn  to  repeat  certain  rules  of  grammar,  such  as 
their  memories  can  readily  retain  without  having  the  least  idea  of 
the  principles  or  construction  of  the  language.  In  geography  a 
very  considerable  portion  of  time  is  spent  in  memorizing  its  end- 
less details,  while  the  prominent  facts  are  all  that  have  any  real 
value.  Mr.  Welch's  scholars  Avere  drilled  at  the  black  board  until 
they  had  acquired  some  definite  idea  of  numbers,  and  the  jDrinciples 
of  arithmetic  were  well  understood  ;  his  instruction  Avas  thorough. 
In  geography,  they  Avere  first  taught  to  draw  the  out-lines  of  the 
map,  then  to  fill  them  up  Avith  the  location  of  the  principal  rivers, 
mountains,  and  difl:erent  political  divisions  or  countries.  In  read- 
ing they  were  first  taught  the  correct  pronunciation  of  Avords,  af- 
terwards the  pauses,  proper  emphasis  and  every  thing  required  for 
good  readers.  This  district  should  be  united  Avith  No.  8,  and  the 
school  graded.  The  larger  scholars  could  then  be  placed  under 
the  instruction  of  a  competent  teacher  with  ample  time  for  the 
proper  discharge  of  his  duties. 


DiSTiucT  No.  2. 

William  H.  Hodgdon,  P.  Committee.  Amount  of  money 
$117.04.  This  district  has  taken  a  "  new  departure  ;"  it  being 
small  Avith  a  fcAV  scholars,  they  have  usually  employed  some  young 
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iuexperienced  teacher,  because  they  could  be  obtained  cheap,  and 
the  school  thus  made  a  little  longer;  the  consequence  is,  the  pu- 
pils are  generally  backward.  During  the  past  year,  the  prudential 
Committee  had  the  excellent  good  judgment  to  employ  an  experi- 
enced and  capable  instructress,  and  under .  the  care  of  Miss  Brock, 
the  school  was  completely  revolutionized,  the  school  room  was 
kept  clean  and  tidy,  good  order  was  maintained,  and  the  scholars 
required'to  study.  The  improvement  was  very  marked.  This 
district  would  do  well  to  secure  the  services  of  the  same  teacher 
another  year. 

The  school-room  is  not  what  it  should  be  ;  perhaps  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  district  will  think  it  well  to  erect  a  better  and  more 
commodious  house  Avith  ample  play  grounds,  and  better  j^rovided 
with  those  apjjliances  usually  found  in  modern  rooms  for  the  bet- 
ter illustratinsf  of  some  of  the  branches  tau-j^ht. 


DiSTKicx  Ko.    y. 

James   W.  Blake,  P.  Committee.     Amount  of  money,   $97.88. 

This  district  is  small,  consequently  the  school  is  short,  but  not 
withstanding  the  scholars  have  very  respectable  attainments,  and 
some  will  not  suffer  with  a  comparison  of  any  of  the  same 
age  in  town.  Miss  Addie  M.  Fifield,  of  Deerfield,  ke  pt  a  good 
school;  she  was  thoroixghly  devoted  to  the  interests  of  her  scholars. 
The  examination  at  the  close  of  the  term  showed  j^lainly  the  un- 
tiring industry  of  the  teacher  in  learning  many  of  the  little  schol- 
ars to  read,,  spell  and  a  variety  of  other  information,  which  is 
l)roper  to  be  taught  in  a  school  like  this.  The  citizens  of  this  dis- 
trict have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  their  teacher,  and  they 
can  da  no  better  than  to  secure  her  services  another  year.  Per- 
haps it  would  be  better  to  have  two  short  terms  rather  than  one 
so  long.  It  often  happens  that  scholars  become  a  little  tired  and 
restless  toward  the  end  of  a  long  term.  It  was  not  the  case  here, 
but  some  of  them  did  not  attend  at  the  beginning  of  the  term  and 
a  few  left  before  its  clo«e. 
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District  Ko.  4. 

Burleigli  F.  Hills,  P.  Committes.     Amount  of  money,  $137.85. 

There  were  two  terms  in  this  district,  under  the  tuition  of  Mrs. 
R.  Thyng,  who  fully  sustained  her  previous  reputation  as  a  thor- 
ough, earnest  and  energetic  teach  er.     If  the  legal  voters   of  this 
"district  could  be  induced   to  attend  school  one  day,  and  were  re- 
quired to  sit  on  those  seats  as  quietly  as  scholars  usually  do,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  a  new  school-house  would  be  erected  without  de- 
lay.    That  a  district  possessing  the  wealth,  refinement  and  intel- 
ligence   of    this,    should    ever   consent    to   have    their   children 
assembled  and  kept  in  such  a  room  for  the  space  of  six  hours  in  a 
day,  is  certainly  an  anomaly  not  easily  explained ;  such  an  ill  con- 
trived, mean,  miserable  apology  for  a  school  room  is  surely  a  re- 
proach to  all  its  inhabitants,  and  it  should  be  replaced  by  a  new 
one  built  in  a  style  commensurate  with  the  pecuniary  ability  of  the 
district,  and  furnished  in  a  manner  that  will  make  it  both  comfort- 
able and  attractive  to  the  scholars. 


District  No.  5. 

William  Burnham,  P.  Committee.  Amount  of  money,  $193.34. 
The  school  in  this  district  is  one  of  the  largest,  and  contains  some 
of  the  best  scholars  in  town.  There  were  two  terms,  both  under 
the  instruction  of  Mrs.  Davis,  a  very  able  and  conscientious  teach- 
er. The  school  room  being  rather  small  for  the  number  of  pupils, 
there  was  during  a  part  of  the  first  term,  rather  more  noise  than  was 
desirable ;  the  attention  of  both  scholars  and  teacher  having  been  once 
called  to  this  fact,  it  was  promptly  corrected.  The  progress  made 
was  good,  the  instruction  was  thorough,  as  many  of  the  citizens 
had  an  opportunity  of  observing  at  the  close  of  the  term.  One 
class  of  young  ladies  particularly,  by  their  readiness  in  answering 
questions  and  the  knowledge  evinced  in  all  their  studies,  would 
have  done  credit  to  a  school  of  higher  pretensions.  The  school- 
room could  be  easily  enlarged  and  at  a  trifling  expense  by  taking 
away  the  chimney,  and  building  a  porch  or  entrance  on  the  north 
side  of  the  building  ;  more  room  could  thus  be  had  for  additional 
seats,  and  for  recitation.  The  room  is  now  poorly  supplied  with 
black-boards. 


21 

District  No.  6. 

George  0.  Sanborn,  P.  Committee.  Amount  of  money,  $153.82. 
The  teacher  in  this  district,  taught  school  once  before  in  this  towr, 
and  met  ^ith  a  success  rarely  attained  by  those  older  and  more 
experienced ;  she  was  recommended  to  the  committee  of  this  dis 
trict  as  an  instructress  wlio  Avould  meet  the  reasonable  expectations 
of  all,  and  she  has  fully  sustained  her  jjrevious  reputation.  Her 
school  has  been  as  thoroughly  governed  and  taught  as  any  in  town. 
It  is  not  often  that  little  boys  and  girls  can  be  found,  who  can  read 
and  spell  as  correctly  as  those  of  this  school,  and  the  older  pupils 
are  not  excelled  by  any  in  this  town.  The  citizens  of  this  district 
have  been  accustomed  to  visit  their  schools  and  they  have  usually 
had  the  best  of  teachers.  They  can  do  no  better  than  to  secure 
the  services  of  Miss  Veasey  another  year. 


District  ISTo.  7. 


Frank  Smith,  P.  Committee.     Amount  of  money,  $188  87. 

This  has  usually  been  one  of  the  largest  and  best  schools  in  town. 
The  first  teach-er  employed  was  unable  to  begin  her  term  in  conse- 
quence of  ill  health.  The  second  was  found  to  be  incompetent  and 
was  rejected.  The  third.  Miss  N.  S.  Nutter,  a  good  scholar,  and 
an  instructress  of  large  experience,  commenced  her  school  under 
very  flattering  circumstances,  but  a  contagious  disease  soon  made 
its  appearance  and  somewhat  interfered  with  the  constant  attend- 
ance of  her  pupils ;  still  the  examination  of  her  school  at  the  close  of 
her  first  term  showed  a  very  fair  progress.  During  the  second 
term  there  were  more  and  larger  scholars  ;  the  examination  at  the 
close  of  this  term  was  not  favorable  to  the  scholars  nor  very  cred- 
itable to  the  teacher.  A  male  teacher  would  be  better  for  the  win- 
ter term. 


District  No.  8. 


Joseph  S.  Dearborn,  P.  Committee.  Amount  of  money,  $274.00 

This  is  the   largest,  has  the  most   money,  and   consequently  the 

longest  school,  and  ought  to  liave  the  best  scholars  of  any  district 

in  town.      The   committee  was  late  in  procuriug  a  teacher,  but 
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finally  secured  one  of  age  and  experience,  who,  however  thought  it 
prudent  to  retire  before  her  examination  was  fairly  completed. 
The  services  of  Mr.  James  B.  Martin  were  finally  obtained,  who 
proved  to  be  the  "right  man  in  the  right  place,"  a  thoroughly  com- 
petent and  energetic  teacher,  under  whose  administration  the  school 
has  been  growing  better  and  better.  There  is  something  radically 
wrong  about  this  district,  as  the  o;eneral  appearance  of  the  school 
room  indicates.  There  ought  to  be  not  only  the  most  advanced 
scholars,  but  some  really  fine  scholars.  During  the  three  terms  of 
school,  an  effort  has  been  made  to  induce  the  pupils  to  attend  reg- 
ularly, and  the  average  attendance  has  increased  each  term,  so  the 
percentage  is  higher  for  last  term  than  any  other  school  in  town. 
By  persistent  efiTorts  of  the  teacher,  considerable  interest  has  been 
awakened  in  the  school  rooni,  and  there  has  been  a  steady  prog- 
ress in  the  various  studies  pursued,  and  the  proficiency  of  the 
school  as  a  whole  has  been  ^wery  commendable.  If  the  parents 
would  take  a  little  more  interest,  see  to  it  that  their  children  were 
sent  to  and  kept  in  the  school  room,  w^ould  call  in  occasionally  and 
thus  by  their  presence  let  them  understand  that  their  advancement 
was  a  matter  of  some  consequence,  their  improvement  Avould  be 
more  rapid.  This  district  should  be  united  with  No.  1,  and  a 
graded  school  formed.  The  longer  this  union  is  put  off,  the  great 
er  the  injustice  done  to  your  children. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

Pupils  who  were  neither  absent,  tardy,  or  dismissed  during  the 
term  : 

District  No.   1. 

First  term — Charles  C.  Ordway,  Charles  E.  Pike,  Caleb  Greeley, 
Albert  Pike,  Everett  Giddings,  Mary  W.  Carr,  Abbie  E.  Stokes, 
and  Carrie  Lunt. 

Second  term — Chailes   Durant,  Daniel  W.  Ladd,  and   Forrest 

Cate. 

./ 

District  No.  2. 

First  term — George  K.  Wiggins,  and  Valerie  L.  Tuttle. 
Second  term— George  K.  Wiggins,  and  John  H.  Fogg- 


District  No.  4. 

First  term — B.  Chase,  Charles  L.  Dearborn,  Ida  I>.  Caswell, 
Francena  Dearborn,  and  Carrie  Knight. 

Second  term — B.  Chase,  Frank  Dow,  Charles  Dearborn,  Abbie 
Chase,  Ida  Dow,  Fannie  Dow  and  Francena  Dearborn. 

District  No.  5. 

First  term — Horace  Kennard,  Willie  Ivennard,  Charles  Coffin, 
Freddie  Leach,  Charles  Lally,  Ida  Kennard,  Sarah  Ladd,  Lydia 
Ladd,  Annie  L.  Leach,- Emma  Bartlett,  Isabel  Sinclair,  Nellie  Ladd, 
Julia  Lally,  Rebecca  Ladd,  Carrie  Ladd,  and  Mary  Edgerly. 

Socond  term — Ida  Edgerly,  Emma  Bartlett,  and  Rebecca  Ladd. 

District  No.  6. 

First  term — Lewis  G.  Floyd,  Freddie  B.  Sanborn  and  Sarah  P. 
Blake. 

Second  Term — Lewis  G.  Floyd. 

District  No.  7. 

First  term — Frank  Prescott,  Charles  Jenness,  John  Page,  Fred 
die  Lane,  Elva  E.  Jones,  Josie  Demerritt,  Mary  G.  Jenness. 
Second  term — Walter  J.  Jones. 

District  No.   8. 

First  term — Ernest  Stickney,  Samnel  Geyer,  Charles  E.  Bean, 
Florence  H.  Geyer,  Nora  Leonard  and   Olivia  F.  Bean. 

Second  term — Ernest  Stickney,  Florence  II.  Geyer,  Charles  E. 
Norris,  Lottie  A.  Hilton  and   Nora  Thompson. 

Third  term — Charles  Parker,  Jay  Thompson,  Charles  E.  Norris, 
AVillie  H.  Norris,  Florence  H.  Geyer,  Freddie  Perkins,  Alvin 
Spencer,  Valentine  Murphy,  John  Murphy,  Freddie  Mm-phy,  Mary 
E.  Thompson,  Nora  Thompson,  Nora  Leonard,  Fannie  Leonard, 
Mary  A.  Donavan,  Emily  P.  Dearborn  and  Etta  Blackley. 

H.  B.  BURNHAM, 

S.  S.  Committee. 
Epping.  Feb.  24,  1872. 
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STATIOiER,    BOOKBiiDER 


AND    UEALEK  IN 


No.  4  Metliodist  Ohurch  Block,   Manchester     N,   H. 


'o 


r"^ 


OKSTORE 


Is  known  to  nearly  all  the  citizens  ot  New  Hampshire  as 
the  !i)est  and  only  establishment  in  the  State  wiierc  can 
always  be  found  a  large  ana  well  selected  stock  of 

Schooi,  Classical,  Music,  Juvenile  and  Miscellaneous  Books, 

English,  American  and  French  Stationei-y. 
A  complete  assortment    of  Kich  Fancy    Goods,  together 
with  the  largest  stock  in  New  England  of  Eng- 
lish, American   and  French 

PAPER    HANGINGS, 

Borders,  Decorations,  Cornices  and  Clctli   Window  Shades. 


FISK  does  all  kii:dsof  BOOK  BINDING,  manufactuies 
Blank  iiooks  of  every  pattern,  Paper  Boxes  and  every 
desciiptioM  of  Ficlnre  Fianics,&c.  Old  Frames  Regilded. 

FISK  docs  BOOK,  JOB  and  ORNAMENTAL  PRINT- 
ING, of  all  kinds,  promptly  and  at  reasonable  rates. 


Ill  :i(kliti"ii  to  tlic  nhovc,  FlSlv  is  Propi'ictor  of  tne 

EAGLE  BQOKSTOBE  AI^D  VhlM.  H-Al^iSINO-  DIFOT, 

ATAIN    HTX?EI':"1\    COTVCOIir?,  INT.  IT. 

\\  hoc  any  of  tlic  iiliovc  goods  cnii  be  had  ami  or<iors  loft  for 
work  alt  he  siin-.c  low  prices,  Wilham  H.  Fisk. 

?.!;::i.i;(-lcr,  X.  II.,   iN  arch,   ls73. 


